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   First United Methodist Church 

402 N. Douglas Ave. 

Ellsworth, KS 67439 

Temp-Return Service Requested 

 

Pastor:       

Rev. Dennis Carter 
Phone: 620-272-7262 

E-mail: pastor.umcew@eaglecom.net 
 

Sunday Worship Times: 

Sunday School at 9:30am 
Worship at 10:45am 

TV Ministry—Eagle Cable channel 2  
at  

10:45am and 12:45pm 
TV Ministry email: 

Video.umcew@eaglecom.net 
 

Church office:  

402 N. Douglas Ave. 
Ellsworth, KS 67439 

785-472-3870 
Email: first.umcew@eaglecom.net 
Website: www.umcellsworth.org 

Facebook: uumcellsworth 
 

 Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Friday  
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

   (Other times available by appointment) 

 
 
  

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Enough Stewardship Campaign Introduction 

Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity 

One of Jesus’ great teaching parables involves a sower who cast seed along 
the ground. The sower hoped the seeds would sprout, grow, and bear good 
fruit. Some seeds did just that, producing a great harvest. But others, Jesus 
said, fell among thorns and, though they began to grow, these good plants 
were quickly choked out. Jesus said the thorns were “the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth” (Matthew 13:22). 

In a culture where having “enough” seems to have become a never-ending 
pursuit, Jesus’ parable remains incredibly relevant. Many of us are chasing the 
American dream in ways that lead to stress, anxiety, and fear-thorns that can 
rob us of the ability to enjoy the abundant lives of purpose that God          
intended for us.  

All of us have struggled with these issues at one time or another. They are 
important issues that we cannot ignore. This is why, over the next four weeks, 
we will be having a ZOOM Sunday school class and worship emphasis called 
Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity. During this time 
we will explore what the Bible teaches us about financial management 
through corporate worship and small group study. We’ll hear expert advice 
and stories about what others have learned by working through financial 
challenges. Each week we will provide you with some practical tools you can 
use to assess your financial situation and develop a financial plan with a    
biblical foundation.  

At the conclusion of the emphasis, we will have the opportunity to make   
personal commitments of our offerings to God through our church in the 
coming year. We will consecrate these commitments in worship service on 
Sunday, October 11. 

I hope you will join us in the coming weeks as we look at how we can manage 
our financial resources and truly experience simplicity, generosity, and joy. 

Sermon Series 

Sept. 6    Step Out to Help                                    2 Peter 1:8-9 & Eph. 4:1-6, 25-32 
Sept. 13  Reach the Destination                     2 Peter 1:10-11 & John 13:1-5, 12-17 

New Sermon Series 

Sept. 20  When Dreams Become Nightmares          Eccles. 5:10 and Matthew 16:26 
Sept. 27  Wisdom and Finance                    Proverbs 21:5, 21:20 and Luke 15:11-16 
Oct. 4      Cultivating Contentment                   Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 and Luke 12:15 
Oct. 11    Defined By Generosity              Proverbs 11:24-25 and 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
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Kids of the Kingdom/Kids with a Mission: 

“As of today…If this works…When numbers decrease…That’s the plan NOW.               

Tomorrow??”  Does this sound familiar? The only certainty we know is found in God’s 

Word!  So, even though we don’t know what our next year looks like, we are stepping out in faith to begin 

Kids of the Kingdom! Because school is starting later, our first session will be October 14.  In order to          

accommodate guidelines, we will have classes meet every other week. This will keep our class sizes smaller 

and should provide us with the right amount of volunteers needed each week. We will create a calendar for 

kids so there is no confusion on who meets each week. We will also be following health guidelines, sanitizing, 

wearing masks, temperature checks, and social distancing as much as possible.  God has provided volunteers, 

just like always, but anyone interested in helping in any way will not be turned away! Lessons will cover     

Genesis through Revelation to provide all children with an overview of God’s Plan for our world- and for each 

one of us personally.  Without Sunday School or VBS this year, we have a great concern for the spiritual     

welfare of our children!  Please continue to pray for our kids and for all the teachers and helpers who are   

willing to share God’s love in a crazy world!!  

The all-volunteer meeting will be Wednesday, September 2, from 3:00 pm—4:00 p.m. in the Methodist Church 

sanctuary.  There are so many changes, and we really need to explain new procedures. Prayerfully consider 

how you may be of service in sharing God’s Word to the children of our community! 

Mentors Needed—Do you enjoy encouraging our youth?  Then you are perfect for this project.  Last year, 

a mentor program for the Junior/Senior High youth of the church was started.  You can send cards, attend 

their sports, music or school activities or just ask how they are doing in church.  Everyone appreciates it when 

someone (outside their family) takes an interest in them.  This year we have four incoming 7th graders (3 

boys, 1 girl).  If you are interested or have questions, please contact the church office at 472-3870.   

Pastor Dennis will lead a 12 week Bible study beginning on Sunday, Sept. 13 at 6:00 pm 

“Matthew:  The Arrival of the King” by Dr. Jeremiah.   

At first glance, it seems surprising that Jesus would call a man like Matthew to become one of His disciples. As 

a small-time tax collector, Matthew would have been despised by the Jewish people, who viewed those in the 

profession as traitors to Rome. But the fact that Matthew was educated, literate, and also familiar with Jewish 

law and customs made him the ideal candidate to not only accompany Jesus during His earthly ministry but 

also record all that he witnessed. The result is the Gospel we have today. Matthew shows how Jesus, as the 

promised Messiah, is worthy of our hope. He shows how Jesus, as the eternal King, is worthy of our complete 

devotion . . . and our complete submission to Him. 

The Jeremiah Bible Study Series captures Dr. David Jeremiah’s forty-plus years of commitment to teaching the 

Word of God. In each study, he will help you understand what the Bible says, what it meant to the people at 

the time it was written, and what it means to you today. Along the way, you will gain insights into the text, 

identify key stories and themes, and be challenged to apply the truth you find in your life. 
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A reminder that the Ministerial Alliance is the go-to place for those in the community needing utility bill 

assistance.   For more Information please contact Pastor Exie  Barber at 785-531-0067. 

Weekly Activities: 
Sundays: 
9:00 am—Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
9:30 am—Adult Sunday School (in person) 
9:30 am—Children/Youth Sunday School (begins Sept. 13) 

10:45 am—Worship in sanctuary 
6:00 pm—Pastor’s Bible Study (begins Sept. 13) 
Tuesdays: 
1:00 pm—Grief Support Group (Arts Council) 

September Calendar: 
Tues, Sept. 1 
 7:00 pm—Leadership Meeting  (Zoom) 
Wed, Sept. 2 
 3:00 pm—KoK/KwM Volunteer Mtg. (Sanctuary) 
Sun, Sept. 6—Communion 
Mon, Sept, 7—Labor Day (Church office Closed)  
Tues, Sept. 8 
 6:30 pm—Missions/Evangelism Meeting (Zoom) 
Wed, Sept. 9 
 8:30 am—Ministerial Alliance Meeting (Zoom) 
Thurs, Sept. 10 
 2:00 pm—Faith & Hope Circle 
 7:00 pm—Honor & Glory Circle 
Sun, Sept. 13—Moment 4 Missions (Mosaic) 
 9:30 am—Children/Youth Sunday School begins 
 6:00 pm—Bible Study begins (sanctuary) 
 7:00 pm—Trustee Meeting  (Zoom) 
Mon, Sept. 14 
 6:30 pm—Finance/Stewardship Meeting  (Zoom) 
Tues, Sept. 15 
 6:30 pm—Worship Meeting  (Zoom) 
Thurs, Sept. 24 
 6:30 pm—Education Meeting  (Zoom) 
Sun, Sept. 27—Cookie Sunday 
Mon, Sept. 28 
 6:30 pm—SPPRC Meeting  (Zoom) 

Recent Prayer Requests: 
Nancy & David Stonebraker, Penny Swift-Kelly, 
Tom Maze, Julie Thompson, Lois Myers’s    
Family, Becky Hoshaw, Earl & Dixie Jones 

Continued Prayers for:  
Rosalie Wood’s family, Tami McGreevy, Cindy 
Webber, Marie McNeal, Lu Adams, Buddy & 
Becky Stonebraker’s family, Dorothy Thomas, 
Dave Kuhlmann, Nancy Bircher’s Family, Betty 
Janocek, Rose Doubrava, Alan Falk, Frona    
Lorimer, Rhonda Hoffhines-Blair, Steve Noren, 
Judy Gebhardt, Bonnie Stinchcomb, Judy      
Toman, Karen Kerr 

Salina Rescue Mission ~ Ashby House ~        
Youthville/Ember Hope ~ Shut-Ins ~  Nursing 
Home  Residents ~  Mosaic Clients ~  Our       
Nation’s Leaders ~  Military ~ World ~  United 
Nations ~ Youth ~  Unemployed ~  Unspoken  
Requests  ~ Missions/Missionaries    

**Continued prayers will be listed for 3 
months.  Please contact the church office to 

continue on the list.** 

Prayer for School 

As we begin this new school year, we give thanks that 

God has given us the ability to learn many things in 

many ways. 

Loving God, sometimes a new school year seems       

exciting or scary or both. 

Help us remember to show our thanks for your gifts of 

learning by doing our best every day. 

We ask that you bless our schools, teachers, classmates 

and friends. 

We ask that you bless those who prepare our lunches, 

those who drive us to school, and those who keep our 

schools clean and safe. 

We ask God's blessing on this new school year, that it 

may be a time when we appreciate and fully use God's 

gift of learning. 

Amen. 



        First United Methodist Church                              September 2020 

 

Websites 

Hutchinson District Office: 

www.hutchinsondistrictumc.org 

Great Plains Conference Office: 

www. greatplainsumc.org 

United Methodist Website: 

www.umc.org 

General Board of Disciples: 

www.umcdiscipleship.org 

Bulletin Mission Outreach 

          Good Sam    Shut-Ins                

 

Postponed until further notice 

 

         (* Deliver Upper Rooms) 

(Bulletin Delivery contact: Deb Furgason 472-8956) 

Task Force Co-Chairs 

Ann Ridinger (531-1379) 

Pat Allen (472-3741) 

Task Force List 

Carol Tanton, Paula Bainter, Stacey Gustin,   
Nancy Stonebraker, Karen Shriner, Betty Carter, 
Georgina Bates, Trisha Janssen, Heather Barta 

Liturgist 

 6—Maisog Family 

 13—Ridinger Family 

 20—David Stonebraker 

 27—Pat Allen 

    (Liturgist contact:  

    church office 472-3870) 

Altar Flowers 

The Honor & Glory  

Fellowship is in charge of  

Altar Flowers.   

 

 

Young Disciples 

 6—Pastor Dennis 

 13—Roberta Waymaster 

 20—Rosemary Whitley 

 27—Pastor Dennis 

(Young Disciples contact: 
Nancy Stonebraker 472-4208) 

Ushers 

Ed Hoffhines, Head Usher 

Anita Hoffhines 

Jerry Houston 

Mark Hoffhines 

(Usher contact: 
Mason May 472-4261) 

“As each has 
received a 

gift, use it to 
serve one 

another, as 
good  

stewards of 
God’s varied 

grace.”  

1 Peter  
4: 10 

Communion 

Judy Gebhardt, Karen Shriner, 
Roberta Waymaster 

Guardian Angels 

 6— 

 13—Heather West 

 20—Deb Furgason 

 27—Pat Allen 

 (Guardian Angel contact: 

Deb Furgason 472-8956) 


