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   First United Methodist Church 

402 N. Douglas Ave. 

Ellsworth, KS 67439 

Temp-Return Service Requested 

 

Pastor:       

Rev. Dennis Carter 
Phone: 620-272-7262 

E-mail: pastor.umcew@eaglecom.net 

Sunday Worship Times: 

Sunday School at 9:30am 
Worship at 10:45am 

TV Ministry—Eagle Cable channel 2  
at  

10:45am and 12:45pm 
TV Ministry email: 

Video.umcew@eaglecom.net 
Guest Wi-Fi:  FUMC-2G 

  Password - fumcguest2 
 

Church office:  

402 N. Douglas Ave. 
Ellsworth, KS 67439 

785-472-3870 
Email: first.umcew@eaglecom.net 
Website: www.umcellsworth.org 

Facebook: uumcellsworth 
 

 Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Friday  
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

   (Other times available by appointment) 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 

Why In The World 

The Reason God Became One of Us 

Christians believe a lot of crazy things, if you ask people outside of the church. One of the 
crazy things we believe is that God became one of us. If you grew up in the church, you 
heard that all the time. But have you ever stopped to consider what a strange thought it 
is? The Creator of the universe became a human being and walked around other human 
beings.  

Why In The World Would God Do That? 

In his gospel, John says, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” John was an eyewitness. After spending a lot of time with Jesus, he came 
to believe that Jesus was the Son of God. John wrote his gospel-wrote, “the Word became 
flesh”-when he was an old man, many years after Jesus died and risen from the dead. He 
wrote because he had been an eyewitness to all that Jesus had done, and John knew he 
wouldn’t live much longer. He felt compelled to pass down to future generations what 
he’d seen. That’s because what he’d seen was so unique. It was so …unexpected. 

No one in John’s time or in centuries of Judaism that came before expected God to come 
down to us. No one expected God to appear as the son of a working-class carpenter from 
Galilee. No one expected God to allow religious leaders to challenge and disrespect him. 
No one expected God to let the prefect of a backwater in the Roman Empire order his 
execution by crucifixion. And no one-not even his closet followers-expected him to rise 
from the dead three days after that execution. That’s not how anyone would make up the 
story of God. 

Why would God leave the comfort and recognition of heaven to live on this ball of dirt in a 
time when the best of conditions barely paralleled the worst of modern-day conditions? 
Why would God choose to be human in a time before morphine, penicillin, or indoor 
plumbing? We think we know why he died. But what compelled him to live as one of us? 

That’s the question we’ll explore in this sermon series. You may already know the Sunday 
school answer to that question-that he came to pay for our sins. The Sunday school     
answer is important, but it doesn’t tell the whole story. There are other reasons Jesus did 
what he did.  

I pray those reasons help you connect with God in a whole new way. 

Sermon Series  

Dec. 2  “Preparing the Way” 

Dec. 9  “Christmas Program” 

Dec. 16  To Communicate and Demonstrate                John 1:14 and John 14:1-7 

Dec. 23  Like Son, Like Father                                                               John 9:1-12 

Dec. 24  Classless                                                     Matt. 6:3-10 & John 13:34-35 

Dec. 30  “Putting Religion in its Place”                                               Mark 2:23-28 

Jan.  6  “Hope in a Desperate Time”                                              Ezekiel 37:1-11 

Christmas Eve Services: 

Kanopolis—4:00 pm 

Ellsworth—5:00 pm 
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Poinsettias for Advent 

If you would like to bring a poinsettia to the church for 
the Advent season, please bring it to the church office 
beginning Friday, Dec. 7 during office hours (Tues.—Fri. 
8:30 am—12:30 pm).  We will begin displaying the 
plants at the Christmas program (Dec. 9).  Also, please 
let the office know if the poinsettia will be in memory of  
someone and who it is from.  Plants can be picked up 
after the Christmas Eve service. 

First Presbyterian/United Methodist Women Luncheon 

All women are invited to a luncheon at the Presbyterian church on Thursday, 
December 13 at 11:30 am.  Please RSVP to the Methodist Church office at 
472-3870 by Friday, November 30 at 1:00 pm. 
 

Donations for the V.F.W. auxiliary 

The V.F.W. auxiliary is asking for slightly used clothing, shoes and hygiene 
products for the Wichita V.A. Hospital.  Items can be taken to Gloria’s  beauty 
shop or call 531-1402 for pickup.  Items are needed by Saturday, Dec. 15. 

 

Bell Ringing for Salvation Army 

If you are interested in volunteering to be a bell ringer, please contact the   
office.  Available date; Dec. 22 at Robson’s from 9:00 am—11:00 am. 

Christmas Program 

If you were preparing for a King – what would you do? Write a speech? Find a 
red carpet for his arrival? Well, the Mayor of Bethlehem had lots to do to   
prepare for the King’s arrival.  Imagine his surprise when he finds out just 
who that King is! The Sunday School Department and Choir will present 
“Welcome King” during the Worship Service on Sunday, December 9.  You 
won’t want to miss the portrayal of the excitement and confusion in        
Bethlehem that day so long ago when a Savior came to earth. Then enjoy a 
Birthday Party for Jesus following the service in Fellowship Hall.  
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Kids of the Kingdom/Kids with a Mission 
With a blink of an eye, the first semester is nearly over!  We 
have been learning about Old Testament characters- Samson, 
Ruth, and Samuel this month, who allowed God to do great things through their 
lives. None of them were perfect, but they trusted God when it really mattered, 
and many lives were blessed because of their obedience.  K-3 graders have been 
collecting nickels in their banks as rewards for good behavior, memory work, and 
attendance. As an offering to Operation Christmas Child, $89.37 was given to 
send shoeboxes of toys and gifts to children all over the world through             
Samaritan’s Purse ministries.  The children’s faces were priceless as they dumped 
their nickels into the baskets.  Do the math—how many nickels in $90? We will 
choose another ministry next semester.  

Kids with a Mission had a special lesson by Paula Gray on Operation Christmas 
Child, watching videos of children receiving the gifts and the impact this ministry 
has made over the years. These 4th graders also play Bingo every month at the 
Good Samaritan Village, and spread their joy with the residents. 

December is our fun month, with emphasis on the Christmas Story and crafts, 
then spending the last session of the month caroling downtown. Hopefully, the 
weather will cooperate, but everyone loves that time of singing and sharing Jesus’ 
love. Please continue to pray for our young people! We are so very thankful for our 
volunteers, too! 

Dish Clothes 

The Faith & Hope circle 
has Dish Clothes for sale.  
For more information call 
Rose Doubrava at 785-472-
4296. 

 
December 80+ &Shut-In Birthdays  

 
23rd— Tom Maze   

811 Elizabeth, Apt. 208 

 Ellsworth 67439 

(diabetic items appreciated) 

Be a part of sharing support for our college students! 

Finals treat/goody boxes for our 10 college students will be packed on Thursday,      
December 6 at the Pines during the UMW meeting.  All are invited to share by bringing 
items to the meeting that night or contacting Stacey Gustin (785-531-1980) or Pat Allen 
(785-472-3741) to arrange pick up.   

Please wrap any homemade items individually for packing.  Need some ideas?  Hot 
chocolate, popcorn, post it notes, pens/pencils, candy bars, handwritten notes of     
support… 

“Therefore, as we have opportunity let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10   
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ELLSWORTH COUNTY CHRISTMAS STORE 

2018 
The Ellsworth County Christmas Store (ECCS) is in its 18th year of helping families 
across our county. The goal of the Christmas Store is helping those less fortunate 
in Ellsworth County at Christmas time – giving families a hand up instead of a hand 
out while maintaining parents’ dignity, in the name of Jesus Christ. Those who   
register receive the opportunity to give their kids brand new gifts for Christmas. 
Last year we helped over 80 families and 202 children have a wonderful Christmas.  
 

We thank all of the individuals, businesses, churches and organizations who have         
supported The Christmas Store in the past and ask for your continued support    
going forward. The program simply wouldn’t exist without the kind donations from 
all of you. 
 

MONEY is of course the greatest need. Purchasing gifts for kids just couldn’t     
happen without funds. We will once again be allowing $50 per child, so as you can 
see if we help over 200 children again this year, this becomes a project of over 
$10,000. 
 

GIFTS are used to set up a “Christmas Store” for the kids who come to the Main 
event on Saturday, December 15. They get to go into the store and “shop” for      
siblings. Then they wrap up their goodies and take them home, so they’re ready for 
Christmas time at their home! As you can imagine, we go through lots of gifts on 
this special night – gifts of all shapes and sizes, for all ages!   
 

VOLUNTEERS are also essential! We will need some help with the following: calling        
registrants, shopping, wrapping, helping with kids’ night – crafts and care, snack 
making for kids and adults, The Main Event is Sat, December 15!! If you’d like to 
volunteer please call Tami at 785-531-0003, or Chelle at 785-531-2373, to volunteer 
or look up Ellsworth County Christmas Store on Facebook and leave us a message 
there! You can also email us at Ellsworthcountychristmasstore@gmail.com.  
 

GIFT WRAP SUPPLIES. It’s always important to have plenty of 
gift bags, tissue, wrapping paper and bows, to complete the 
gifting process and get the families all ready for a wonderful 
Christmas!  
 

Donations can be made out to ECCS and mailed to 1302 
Spring St, Ellsworth, KS 67439, or you may drop them off at 
First Bank Kansas. You can also hand deliver them to Tami 
McGreevy, Ann Ridinger, Jean Soukup or Chelle Stevenson. 
 

We look forward to another great year, as we continue to 
brighten the season for those who need our help. For it’s in 
Jesus name that we spread the light and celebrate His birth!  

mailto:Ellsworthcountychristmasstore@gmail.com
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A reminder that the Ministerial  Alliance is the go-to place for those in the community needing   
utility bill assistance.   For more information please contact Pastor Exie  Barber at 785-531-0067. 

Weekly Activities: 
Sundays: 
9:30 am—Sunday School for all ages 
10:45 am—Worship in sanctuary 
Tuesdays: 
1:00 pm—Grief Support Group-Arts Council 
Wednesdays: 
10:00 am—Music With Mosaic 
3:05 pm—Kids of Kingdom/KwaM 
3:45 pm—God’s Wednesday Warriors   
5:00 pm—Prayer Group—At Church 
6:00 pm—Confirmation Class  
6:15 PM—Jr/Sr High Youth Group  
7:00 pm—Choir Practice 

December Calendar: 
Sun, Dec. 2—Communion 
 8:30 am—Christmas Program Practice 
 6:00 pm—Pastor’s Bible Study (Parlor) 
 7:00 pm—Trustee Meeting 
Tues, Dec. 4—6:30 pm—Leadership Meeting 
Wed, Dec. 5 
 6:30 pm—Christmas Program Practice 
Thurs, Dec. 6—6:30 pm—UMW Meeting (Pines) 
Sun, Dec. 9—Christmas Program 
 2:00 pm—Reason for the Season 
Mon, Dec. 10—7:00 pm-Finance/Stewardship Mtg. 
Tues, Dec. 11—6:30 pm—Missions/Evangelism Mtg. 
Thurs, Dec. 13—11:30 am—Women’s Luncheon 
 2:00 pm—Faith & Hope Circle 
Sat, Dec. 15—Christmas Store 
Sun, Dec. 16—Moment for Missions (Food Bank) 

 8:00 am—UMM Breakfast 
 12:00 pm—Confirmation Class 
 4:30 pm— Praise & Prayer Worship 
Mon, Dec. 17—6:30 pm—SPPRC Meeting 
Tues, Dec. 18—7:00 pm—Worship Team Meeting 
Mon, Dec. 24 
 4:00 pm—Kanopolis Christmas Eve Service 
 5:00 pm—Ellsworth Christmas Eve Service 
Dec. 24-25—Church Office Closed for Christmas 
Thurs, Dec. 27—6:30 pm—Education Meeting 

Recent Prayer Requests: 
Tom Renard’s Family and Bill Murphy 

Continued Prayers for:  
Jody Snow, Sylvia McNeal, Kyle McGreevy, 
Steve Allen, College Students, Candy         
Charowhas’s Family, Nancy Shute’s Family, 
Deb Furgason, Bonnie Stinchcomb, Judy 
Gebhardt, Nancy Bircher,  Judy Toman,     
Karen Kerr 

Salina Rescue Mission ~ Ashby House ~        
Youthville/Ember Hope ~ Shut-Ins ~  Nursing 
Home  Residents ~  Mosaic Clients ~  Our  

Nation’s Leaders ~  Military ~ World ~     
United Nations ~ Youth ~  Unemployed ~  
Unspoken  Requests  ~ Missions/
Missionaries ~   

**Continued prayers will be listed for 3 
months.  Please contact the church office to 
continue on the list.** 

I want to thank FUMC Ellsworth Church for 
all the cards and gifts that I received for 
Pastor Appreciation and my Birthday.   

Betty and I are so thankful that we serve 
such a loving and caring congregation. 

Pastor Dennis Carter 
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Websites 

Hutchinson District Office: 

www.hutchinsondistrictumc.org 

Great Plains Conference Office: 

www. greatplainsumc.org 

United Methodist Website: 

www.umc.org 

General Board of Disciples: 

www.umcdiscipleship.org 

Bulletin Mission Outreach 

          Good Sam    Shut-Ins                

1 Judy Scritchfield Sylvia McNeal 

8 Linda Davis  Lawrence Moxter 

15 Jessie Deines  Paula Bainter 

22  Jean Soukup  Alan Waymaster 

29 Carole Larsen  Sharon Marsh 

         (* Deliver Upper Rooms) 

(Bulletin Delivery contact: Dora Maze 472-3640) 

Task Force Co-Chairs 

Sylvia McNeal (472-4569) 

Joni Glaser (472-4436) 

Task Force List 

Patty King, Rosemary Whitley, Jessie Deines, 
Susan Miller, Darin Frevert, Linda Janssen,  

Brenda Koralek, Betty Rathbun, Par Schulz, 
Heather West, Alice Robson, Tina Anderson 

Liturgist 

 2— Preparing the Way 

 9—Karen Shriner 

 16— 

 23— 

 30—Lu Adams  

(Liturgist contact:  

the church office 472-3870) 

Altar Flowers 

The Honor & Glory  

Fellowship is in charge of  

Altar Flowers.   

 

 

Children’s Time 

 2— Pastor Dennis 

 9—Children’s Program 

 16—Roberta Waymaster 

 23—Rosemary Whitley 

 30—Pastor Dennis  

(Children's Time contact: 

Nancy Stonebraker 472-4208) 

Ushers 

Alan Waymaster, Head Usher 

Andrew Ridinger 

Maynard Cunningham 

 

 

(Usher contact: 

Mason May 472-4261) 

Communion 

Rosemary Whitley 

 

Year-end  
Contributions:   

 Any money  
received by the 
church (in the 

offering plate or 
otherwise) after 

December 31 shall 
be reported as 

2019 giving for tax 
purposes. This is 
true even if the 

check is dated in 
2018. The only  

exception is for 
checks that are 

mailed and bear a 
2018 postmark. 

Guardian Angels 

 2— Roger McCaulley 

 9—Children’s Program 

 16—Sharon Marsh 

 23—  

 30—Deanna Cunningham 

 (Guardian Angel contact: 

Deb Furgason 472-8956) 


